Introduction
A journal club is a group of individuals who meet regularly to discuss critically the clinical applicability of articles in the current medical journals. While the medicaljournal club is commonly a part ofthe medical educational system, the medical literature has not detailed the rich history of this important institution. This paper represents the results of my historical search in this regard and provides the first written description of the role played by the journal club over the past 100 years.
Methods
My historical review Our survey also found that journal clubs were present in 85% of the medical residency programs in New York City. This included both university hospital and community hospital programs. If the journal club is so prevalent an educational format, then its role in contemporary medical education may be considerable. Research to evaluate and optimize this role is required.
All physicians are faced with the problem ofkeeping abreast ofa rapidly enlarging volume ofcontemporary medical literature. Even in 1875, Osler recognized this problem and established a journal club to provide a solution. Since that time, the journal club has played an active role in helping physicians 'keep up' with the current literature. The journal club has recently received more attention within the medical literature as it has evolved into a setting where physicians are taught the skills for appraising critically medical articles. This increase in attention is important if we are better to evaluate and define the role that the journal club will play within the future of medical education.
